Wahabism And Deoband
By Prof M. Haroon, Cambridge
The aim of this article is to look at Wahabism in India in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, and especially at the Wahabi group known as the DEOBANDIS.

The Deobandis are of special interest because they are one of the most important Wahhabi groups, but also because, as was said in a previous article, they are only ten per cent Wahabi.

In this article we will explain why they are only ten percent Wahabis, and we will show that they are more DANGEROUS TO ISLAM precisely because they are only ten per cent Wahabis. We have shown in previous articles that Wahhabism is a bid for power. We have also said that there are many Wahabisms.

In India in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries there were a wide variety of Wahabi groups. These many Wahabisms, we will show, were all bids for power. But they were bids for power in many ways, and in many complicated ways.

To understand these complicated bids for power we must study the whole political history of India at this time. These Wahabi groups played an important part in the political history of India, And so If we understand Indian Wabhabism, we have also understood the key to Indian history, and so the key to the history of Pakistan.
The political history of Nineteenth Century India is very simple. The Muslim Moghul Empire finally collapsed, and the British came to rule India.
The first Wahhabi movement was a bid to set up an Islamic Monarchy in india to replace The Moghuls.

This is the movement of Sayyid Ahmed, who declared himself lmam in 1827. Other muslim rulers of the time simply rejected him. But, like Mr Wahab, he recruited a lot of simple tribesmen who were after loot, and launched his bid for power, Calling it a Jihad.
He totally failed and was defeated and killed while fighting in a battle in May 1831. His power grab failed. And it failed because it was Wahabi. Out of desire for power, he tried to force Wahabism on the tribesmen who followed him, but they left him because they would not accept, or could not put up with the strictness.

He also disappointed those who had joined for loot by imposing taxes on them that they refused to pay. The Muslims would also not accept a man who claimed equality with the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, and who was called a Messiah by some of his followers!

The British also used him to create chaos on the frontiers of Sikh territory and did nothing to stop him being supplied with guns, money and men. Sayyid Ahmed was a total flop! The Wahabi bid for power led to disaster.

In Nineteenth Century India the Muslim Community was divided into two parts. The First part was a mass of ordinary Muslims,who made up the vast majority of the community, living mostly in villages anid small towns. The second part was the Muslims who were the ruling class of India. They were the Royal families, and princely families, and big landowners, and also the mass of officials and administrators who had kept the governments of India going.
As the British advanced to control India completely, the mass of ordinary Muslims were affected by the social and economic changes, But the effect on the Muslim Ruling Class was much greater, for they were pushed out of power completely.

The Muslim Ruling Class was being pushed out of power from the moment the British arrived, but total disaster came in l857 with the dcfaat of the rebellion against the british known as the Indian Mutiny.
Nineteenth Century Wahabism in India was the plan followed by members of this defeated Ruling Class to get back into power. Wahabism was the way back for them to the life they had lost.

Some sections of the former ruling class would not accept that they had lost power. They were determined to bid for power, not accepting defeat. This was the basis of the Wahabi group called the Ahl-i-Hadith. They carried on the movement of Sayyid Ahmed, with a complete Wahabi claim to power.

Their membership was very high-born, with descendants of the Moghuls and Princes, and with Nawabs and wealthy Zamindars (landlords) They were an elite which would not accept defeat. And Wahabism helped them to claim to be the elite. They thought themselves vastly superior to the mass of Sunni Muslims who followed the Four SCHOOLS of Law. The Ahl-i-Hadith rejected the Four Schools. They were not modest, but thought themselves the lmam Abu Hanifa of their age! Keen to push themselves into power,they also rejected all of Sufism, refused to have Pirs themselves, and wanted to put their own rule in the place of any influence the Sufi Pirs had.

There was also an even more lunatic group than these called the Ahl-i-Quran. The Ahl-i-Hadith got nowhere. They believed in jihad, but were never able to launch a Jihad. They realised it was hopeless to oppose the British, and so they came to believe that the World was about to end. So they decided not to fight the British anymore, because any minute the end of the World would come, and then they’d be in power anyway! What they did do was cause terrible trouble for the true Muslims. They noted against Milad-an-Nabi, and interrupted prayers in Mosques!

This section of the Ruling Class could not accept defeat and so they ended by simply thinking themselves marvellously superior to everybody else. If you cannot rule, atleast you can think how superior you are, and Wahabism helped the Ahl-i-Hadith to feel how much better they were than all the other Muslims. If he can’t have power, at least a Wahabi can have a big head, Because the Ahl-i-Hadith failed, they ended up following the paths taken by the other groups of Wahabis.

The second path taken by the Wahabis was that of Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan. The old Muslim Ruling class was out of power, but one way back to power would be to become the administrators and officials of the British government that had replaced them the British saw the former Muslim Ruling Classes as natural allies, and a source of officials who could come between the British and the rest of the Indian population.

Now there was a problem. Many parts of Islam were not acceptable to the British. Muslim ideas on subjects like Jihad could not be accepted by the British. But above all the British in the Nineteenth Century were worshippers of Science, and the British would laugh at the parts of lslam which were thought to clash with Science. So, to be accepted by the British, Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan thought lslam should be changed, to get rid of those things that the British rejected and to make Islam “Scientific”.

Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan turned to Wahabism to help him change Islam to suit the British. He used Wahabism to claim Ijtihad, and then changed everything. He also used Wahabism to attack those parts of Islam which In the Nineteenth Century were not scientific, British and Western thinkers had enormous problems with the idea of religious miracles A miracle proved Science wrong, for a Miracle was a breaking of the Eternal Laws of Nature on which Science built. Now of course Islam claims that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)performed miracles.
So to please the British Sir Sayyid had to get rid of the miracles of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) To do this he went to Wahabism, which does everything to run down the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan simply followed the Wahabis, got rid of miracles and the intercession of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and now had an Islam which could be as “Scientific” as the Btitish wanted. (He also got rid of the Miraj and many other things.)

When Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan had done this, he set out to get the old Muslim Ruling Class into the British administration. He set up, with British help, a College at Aligarh which directly trained Muslims to work as colonial administrators. Here was taught a Wahabi Islam, changed to suit Western Science, to Upper-Class Muslim so they could get back into power, as servants of the British.

Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan was given a knighthood by the British for doing this. The Wahabism of Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan was a bid for power by the Muslim Ruling Class, changing Islam to get them good jobs with the British!

This attempt to change Islam to suit the British Scientific outlook was also made by all the Wahabi groups, even if they did not go so far as Sir Sayyid. The successor Of Sir Sayyid at Aligarh was a member of the Ahl-i-Hadith.

Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan, however was also a failure. The British, no matter what the Muslims did, would never accept the Muslims as equals. Sir Sayyid’s son, who went to Cambridge University, was never accepted as an equal by the British and died a broken man. But more important, the Muslim Ruling Class would cut itself off from the rest of the Muslims if they all went as far as Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan. 
These Islamic Modernists came very close to ceasing to be Muslims at all, and in the eyes of many, including Imam Ahmed Reza Khan Barelvi, they were Kaffirs. And the Muslim Ruling Class could not do without the ordinary Muslims, who would provide support, and later vote in elections which would be useful if the British were to give them top jobs.

And so we come to the third path taken by the Wahabis, which is that of the Deobandis. What the Muslim Ruling Class needed was an Islam which would put it in power, and do the other things Wahabism did, but which would not cut it off from the mass of ordinary Muslims, and would enable it to build a mass base. 

The Wahabis wished to rule, but to also control and represent the rest of the Muslims. DEOBANDI Wahabism did all these things.

The problem was, of course, that the mass of ordinary Muslims were absolutely not Wahabis. They were traditional Sunni Muslims. And above all ordinary Muslim society was dominated by the Sufi Pirs and by a network of Sufi Tombs and Shrines. The Muslim Community, in fact, already had its own rulers and leaders, in the shape of the existing Sufi Orders.

The DEOBANDIs solved these problems very simply. They became as Sunni as they could be without ceasing to be Wahabi! For the ruling class they were Wahabi, but for the ordinary Sunni Muslims they were Sunni! 
Ten percent Wahabism solved all the problems in the Wahabi bid for power The trick depended on the masses not being aware!

In an earlier article we noticed that Mr. Wahhab was not completely against Sufism. This was not because he was a Sunni and not a Wahabi. This was because he wished to control the Sufi Orders which he could not get rid of. Sufi Orders were just too big to abolish, But if little trivial faults could be found in those Sufi Orders, and these little faults made a sign of being a Mushrik, and so a death warrant, then theSufi Orders could be endlessly watched and policed by the Wahabi bullies!

The Deobandis operated in a similar way. They approved of Sufism. But they opposed the intercession of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and the veneration of tombs. This meant that existing Pirs were false. But the Deobandis were prepared themselves to be Pirs. So Sufism was all right as long as the Deobandis were the pirs and controlled it!

The Deoband Ulama left Delhi after the disaster of 1857, and went to the countryside. In the countryside they attempted to replace the Shaykhs who were there! They pushed themselves forward as a new leadership for the Muslun masses.

They were as Sunni as they needed to be. They claimed to follow the Hanafi School of Law, and even renounce Ijtihad. But they were Wahabis. Some of their leaders said things so terrible about the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), which l am not going to repeat here, that they were condemned as Kaffirs by Imam Ahmed Raza Khan Barelvi. And while they acted as Pirs for the innocent Sunni Muslims whom they fooled, they did not try to make all Wahabis follow Pirs. They taught that the ordinary person had to have a Pir (i.e. them) but that the higher people could be independent, without Pirs. So they were Sunni at the bottom of society, but Wahabi at the top!

And so the Ruling Class could do as Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan had done, and change Islam to fit in Science, and be a Deobandi.  The Deobandis also changed Islam to fit in with the “Scientific” British.

The Deobandi actually thought Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan had gone further than was needed in making concessions to “Science”. The Deobandis felt able to be modem without giving up so much as Sir Sayyid had.

But the aim was the same. They wanted to use Wahabism to produce an Islam which could be of use in climbing into power. They got rid of anything the British did not like and criticised. In this way they could claim to be good enough to play a part in ruling a “Scientific” country and State.
At the same time they did not want to become identical to the British, or accept that the British were superior. So they tried to claim that their new, modernised, “rational”, Islam, which was simply Wahabism, was actually superior to the ideas of the British. The wanted an Islam of which a social climber could be proud.

Deobandi Islam was thus of great use to the Muslim Ruling Classes out for power. They could be scientific and so try to get all the good administrative jobs with the British and they could have the support of a mass of ordinary Muslims, all controlled by Deobandi Pirs.

Deoband solved the problem of grabbing power by putting Wahabi Pirs in charge of the masses.

The Deobandis could do what the Ahl-i Hadith and Sir Sayyid could not do. They could challenge Sufism and the Sufi Pirs that the masses loved. They could get a mass following. And so they could enter big politics in the modern age.

The Ahl-i-Hadith and Sir Sayyid were one hundred percent Wahhabis. They got nowhere. The Deobandis were successful precisely because they were ten per cent Wahabis! To this day, the ten per cent Wahhabi is the most dangerous.

The mass of Muslims lived poorly in villages and poor towns. The Deobandis, however, aimed to rise to the top of British society, and of modern society in general. Their aim was to reach the top as the leaders of the Muslim masses, who would be controlled for them by the Deobandis in the villages.

The old Muslim Community would be replaced by a new Wahabi Community led by the Deobandis, who would rule it, and have a ruling place in Modern Society. This was how Wahabism was a bid for power in the Deobandi movement. And the Muslim enemies of the new rulers would all be called Mushriks!

And to do all this they belittle the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)! This is the kind of people they are. To get a bit of a job and some money they will crawl on the bellies before the Kafirs and run down our beautiful Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

This, then, was the Wahabi project: to rise again to leadership of modern society in the ways described. The History of India since then has been the successes and failures of this project.

The Wahabis would have been greatly helped if all Muslim groups had come together under a single Wahabi leadership. This in one stroke would achieve all that the Deobandis were trying to do, by patiently building up support among the ordinary people.

This was the project of the Nadwat ul Ulama, who tried to unite under one leadership all Muslims, including Shias as well as Sunnis and all the Wahabi groups. Imam Ahmed Raza Khan  attacked this project, and it got nowhere. 
Today as well there are schemes for Unity of the Muslims which are in fact clever plots by Wahabis to put themselves in power! Towards the end of the Nineteenth Century the former Muslim Ruling Classes were doing well, taking the Wahabi road to places of power and importance under the British. But then things began to go wrong.

The British introduced a strict examination system and promotion system for access to government jobs. And just as the old Muslim Ruling Class was trying to get these jobs, so there was increasing competition from Hindus out to get these jobs. The Hindus tried to get Hindi made the official language of lower administration to help them get more jobs.

As a result in 1906 the Muslim.League was founded as a pressure group on behalf of the Muslim Ruling Classes. Then the British began to bring in more self- rule for India. So from 1909 Muslims and Hindus voted as separate electorates for the new assemblies. The Muslim League began to work closely with the Hindu Congress to get more power granted by the British.

And now there was a new path to power for the Wahabis. If the British left, the Muslim and Hindu elites would be left sharing power in a new Modem Secular India! The upper class Wahabis could then get the jobs that the British had had! And the Wahhabis would be Modern and Scientific and easily able to run the new independent Secular India!

This was the new path to power for the Waihabis. And the result was close cooperation between the Deobandis and Gandhi’s Congress in the Khilafat movement of the early 1920’s. The Deobandis whipped up the Muslim masses to help Gandhi, even saying that India was now Dar-ul-Harb, the land of the enemy, and all Muslims should leave! 
The Wahhabis and Hindus together whipped up a huge mass movement, working together against the British. Of course, the Khilafat movement was also a flop! The Muslims who left India because it was Dar-ul-Harb were all fooled, and had to come home!

But the close cooperation of Wahabis and Hindus went on. The problem with the cooperation was that it suited Muslims at the top, but not the ordinary Muslim at the bottom. The top Muslims got a chance to get good jobs. The Muslims at the bottom got Hindu riots and many dead.

Then came the moment of truth. In the mid 1930s it became clear that Britain wasgoing to leave India. The Deobandis thought that the Wahabis would do best in a united secular India. But other Wahabi members of the Ruling Class thought that an independent state for Muslims would suit them. The Muslim Masses, however, were overwhelming and chose Pakistan as a place of safety from Hindu majority rule.

As a result the Wahabis split, some supporting the creation of Pakistan, and some supporting a secular India. But for both the aim was power for the elite. In Pakistan it was to be power for Islamic Modernists who followed Sir Sayyid’s worship of everything Western and Scientific. In India it was to be power for the Muslim elite who would rise to positions of power under democracy. In both Pakistan and India the Wahabi aim was power.

And in both Pakistan and India the policy of the Wahabis has been a disaster.

In Pakistan the Muslim Modernists, followers of Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan, took power and carried out policies of rapid “Modernization”, which means copying everything Western and introducing Capitalism. The result was great wealth and power for themselves. But while they grabbed power and wealth the Bengali Middle Class was excluded from power and wealth. The result was the rebellion and war that led to the breakup of Pakistan and the creation of Bangladesh. And inside Pakistan there was resentment at the domination of a Ruling Class that was Punjabi, and excluded Baluchis, Sindis, Muhajirun and those from the North West Frontier Province.

And the Wahabi Muslim Modernists stood for big business and big government. As a result there were many who were half Westernised who were locked out of wealth and power. These were the small businessmen, the small traders and the lower middle class professionals and students. These came to hate the Wahabi Modernists. But they wanted, not the real Islam, but a place in the Modern Western society. And so these groups turned to another kind of Wahabism, the Fundamentalism of Maududi.

When the Muslim Modernists mobilised the masses with slogans of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, this put these middle class supporters of Maududi under even greater pressure and the result was explosion and the rule of Zia.

Pakistan has had a history of disaster and failure. And the reason has been the domination of these Wahabis Modernists and Fundamentalists. Wahabism is a power grab, and Pakistan came under their power. And the result was terrible struggle for power in Bangladesh and Pakistan.
In India the Wabbabi policy has led to terrible suffering for the Muslims. The Wahabis, led by Deoband, have totally supported the Congress government which has meant jobs for them, but riots and dead for the ordinary Muslim. And the Wahabis have preached total passive acceptance of oppression! And they have done this above all through another Wahabi group, Tablighi Jamaat.

To understand Tablighi Jarnaat we must repeat what was said earlier in this article about the Deobandis. The aim of Deoband was success for members of the Muslim Ruling Classes in their attempt to rise to positions of power under the British. To help them succeed, the Deobandis above all tried to bridge the gap between the Muslim Ruling Classes and the mass of ordinary Muslims. 
The Deobandis wanted to organise mass support for the Muslim Ruling Class Wahabis.

Now the Deobandis did this in many ways. They built Madrasas, and taught Maulvis. Then they tried to build mass support by cooperation with the Hindu Congress in the Khilafat movement in the early 1920’s.
Muhammad Elyas, who founded Tablighi Jamaat in 1926, was a Deobandi. He found that the Khilafat movement had shown how the masses could be organised, but he found that the method of working through Madrasas was too slow and ineffective. So he developed other methods of spreading the message of Deoband. And these methods were those carried out by Tablighi Jamaat, which was founded to build m,ass support for Deoband.

Tablighi Jamaat is, then, simply a way to getting power for the Wahabis building a big mass following for them. But Tablighi Jamat only existed to help in the politics of Deoband and this meant support for the building of an Indian Secular Hindu-dominated State.

Now before Indian Independence Tabligbi Jamaat supported the political path of the Deobandis. But since independence Tablighi jamaat has become completely against politics of any kind. 
Tablighi jamat preaches that muslim should engage in no political activity of any kind. They even say the Muslims should not even protest when Muslims are killed in Hindu riots. They even say there should be no resistance to the Israelis.
Now this is truly amazing! Wahabis, like Maududi, have always said that Sufism was bad because Sufis did not engage in politics and were passive. And yet in Tablighi Jamaat we have a Wahabi group as passive as can be! And Tablighi Jamaat deliberately tries to weaken groups like .Jamaat-i-Islami, drawing Muslims way from politics altogether. And so the Wababis end up fighting each other!

This is strange. But the explanation lies in the different way these groups of Wahabis seek power. Maududi seeks power directly by founding a political party. The Deohandis, however, seek power by Westernising and going “Scientific”, and by hoping to rise to positions of power by the use of Democracy and Secularism.

Tablighi Jamaat follows this policy of aiming  for power by Westernization and Secularism. The Tablighi Jamaat are as keen on modern education as was Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan. 
But if the path to power is secularism, then any religious politics will spoil the Secularism, and so the rise to power. And so Tablighi Jamaat opposes all Islamic Politics so that the Wahabis can concentrate on Secular Politics alone.

Tablighi Jamaat is a bid for power, but power to be achieved by turningg away from the Muslim Community, and working only through Secularism. And soTablighi Jamaat condemn Maududi, and Khomeini and everyone else who wants Islamic politics. And they hope that, if the Muslims stay quiet and keep Islam only in the Mosque then the Kaffirs will forget that they are Muslims and let them take a completely equal place alongside the Kaffirs in Modern Western Society (and even in Israel).

And Tablighi jamat wish to build mass support for this kind of behaviour. The result of course is disaster as India goes Hindu! Wahabism thus ends in total chaos.

In this article we have explained the different ways the Wahabis aimed for power. And we have shown that all these ways were either flops, or disasters. But what should the Muslims have done? What was the alternative to Wahabism in India in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries?

For the answer we have only to Look to the work of Imam Ahmed Raza Khan , who lived through many of these events, and condemned these Wahabi groups. He made the fight against Wahabism his life’s work. Because of his fight against Wahabism he was called the Reviver of the Islamic Century.

Thc difference between the policy of the Wahbabis and the policy of Imam Ahmed Raza Khan was very simple. The Wahabis all hoped for success by entering into Kaffir Society, British or Hindu. And they wanted to rebuild the Muslim Community completely so as to do it. Imam Ahmed Raza Khan noticed how the Wahabis were always endangering the actual Muslim Community, Calling for jihad when defeat was certain, or for emigration from India which just created poor refugees, or for alliance with Hindus.
The Wahhabis endangered the Muslim Community so often because to them the Muslims were of no value, but only Mushriks. They wanted to put themselves in power. And they wanted to build a new, Wahhabi, Muslim Community for them to dominate. So it was best if the old Muslim Community was shattered to bits! (NAUZUBILLAH).
The policy of Sunni Islam, which is the policy of Imam Ahmed Raza Khan, was the opposite of this Wahabi policy. The Sunni policy was not to run after the Kaffirs. Imam Raza treated Western “Science” with complete contempt, because he was not prepared to become “Scientific” so as to get a job with the Kaffirs, like Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan. The Sunni policy was to build up the actual Muslim Community, and make it self- reliant, independent, and Islamic. 

In 1912 Imam Raza put forward a four-point programme showing how this could be done. The Muslims should avoid British courts, and settle their own disputes, so making themselves legally independent. The Muslims should buy from other Muslims, so binding the Community together and making it independent of the British and Hindus. Wealthy Muslims should provide the Capital for independent economic development to increase this independence. And lastly the Muslims should build up their knowledge of Islam, so that the independent self-reliant Community could become more and more Islamic.

And there was no need to change the already existing community, or endanger it. Imam Raza apposed any attack on the existing Sufi Pirs and the network of tombs and shrines. Imam Raza thought help should be given to foreign Muslims in danger by collecting money, and not by endangering the Community with political adventures. And in case of Indian independence, Imam Raza appointed a Sharia judge for all India, to keep the Community together if Hindu majority rule came.

And Imam Raza warned the Muslims that they were neglecting the Community and running after the Kaffir. The Muslims quarrelled with each other, pursued pleasure, but above all just tried to get university education for their children so that those children could get good jobs with the Kaffir.

And that is the reply to Wahabism. The Wahabis race after power, even if it means crawling to the kaffir and belittling the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). They do this because they hate the Muslims. The Sunni Muslim loves the Muslims, and tries to do everything to keep them safe, and to preserve the Community.

Imam Ahmed Raza Khan  shows us the way. What was Wahabism in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century India? A bid for power! And the most dangerous bid for power came from the Wahabis who were only ten per cent Wahabis ie. the Deobandis.

Wahabism is evil, and it is more evil when like Deobandis it disguises itself as Sunnism! We must always be on the watch for Wahabism. That must be the work of the sunni’s who follow the advice of Imam Ahmed Raza Khan.
But the way to fight Wahabism is clear. Always uphold and love our beautiful Prophet Muhammad (Peace and blessings ofAllah be upon him)! This is the defence of our freedom, and our defence against all the cronies who creep to the Kaffirs for a bit of a job!

Down with Wahabism! Long live Sunni Islam!

Let us call for blessings without limit on the Mercy for Mankind, our beautiful and lovely Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)!
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