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Repiy: (with the abiiity from Aliah)
| have studied your queries very attentively. It has been written from here in the past, that an-
nouncements should be made for the sighting of the moon, based on information of sightings
from your close country, Morocco. It is incorrect to make announcements for Eid and Ramadhan
by following Saudi for the sake of ease. Even if a fatwa has been obtained for this purpose, it is
against the principles of Shariah. There is a far greater distance between Britain and Saudi
whereas Morocco is a lot closer to Britain. To abandon a close country’s sightings and to ac-
cept Saudis sighting, is in contradiction with the principles of Figh. Thereafter, considering the
state of the Saudi observations and the difficulties that are arising from them, which you have
written and drawn attention towards. After reading it, no decision should be ever made blindly in
accordance with Saudi observations. You should enforce with full strength the practice of fol-
fowing Morocco sightings. This is the closest to the truth. Allah knows best.
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| fully agree and | am satisfied with the above This answer is correct and is in accor-
reply. ‘ dance with the rulings of Shariah. The
Mufti Khanpuri closest countries should be taken into ac-
Darul ifta Dahbel count where there is less difference in the
2 Rabiul Aakhir 1424 sunset etc.
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*This is an English translation of the original fataawa. The originals can be obtained on request : 4
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DARUL IFTA DARUL-ULOOM, DECBAND U. F.

Reply: (with the ability from Allah)

| have studied your queries very attentively. It has been written from here in the past, that an-
nouncements should be made for the sighting of the moon, based on information of sightings
from your close country, Morocco. It is incorrect to make announcements for Eid and Ramadhan
by following Saudi for the sake of ease. Even if a fatwa has been obtained for this purpose, it is
against the principles of Shariah. There is a far greater distance between Britain and Saudi
whereas Morocco is a lot closer to Britain. To abandon a close country’s sightings and to ac-
cept Saudis sighting, is in contradiction with the principles of Figh. Thereafter, considering the
state of the Saudi observations and the difficulties that are arising from them, which you have
written and drawn attention towards. After reading it, no decision should be ever made blindly in
accordance with Saudi observations. You should enforce with full strength the practice of fol-
lowing Morocco sightings. This is the closest to the truth. Allah knows best.

(Mufti) Habibur Rahman Mufti Darul Uloom Deoband
18, Safar 1424AH
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| fully agree and | am satisfied with the above reply.
Muftl Khanpuri Darui ifta Dahbei
2 Rabiul Aakhir 1424 .
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*This is an English translation of the original fataawa. The originals can be obtained on request
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Letter from Hadharat Maulana Inaamul Hasan Sahib Khandalwi (Hadharat Jee)

Bangla Wali Masjid
15 Shabaan 1407
15 April 1987

Dear Hafiz Patel Sahib and other members of the Shuraa and all the responsible brothers of this work of Dawah.
M’ﬁ}g;éﬁ‘tﬂn_))es‘é&gems

The blessed month is coming close. On this occasion there has been a long controversy in regards with the sighting
of the moon. Ramadhan Mubarak and the Eids are the fundamental basis of Islam. We need to be very cautious and
fearful in this matter because making right or wrong Judgement can lead the whole country in the right or wrong
direction.

On these occasions the responsible brothers have a very grave duty upon them, especially when people are relying
on them heavily due to the great effort of this work people throughout the country accept their decisions. It is very
clear and evident in the Qur’an regarding the cycles of the moon and sun... & Cluesy s<ill; Guadll Tt is possible to
find errors in the calculations of the humans but there is no flaw in the calculations of the creator.

The English dates that are set by the experts of this field are possible dates of sighting the moon. We do not have to
trust them but staying within the bounds of Shariah if there is any sighting of the moon then Ramadhan and Eid
will commence or else it will be the following day without doubt. This is no innovated system but this is practiced
all over the place and peither does anyone have any objections about it. Wherever the horizon is clear and there is a
sxghtmg of the moon on that date it is brought into action and if not then it is without doubt the followmg day.

Now what 1s left is that when, cia&ms of moon sxghtmg is made even before there is any shghtest possibility of
sighing. There is po credit given to this type of claims and it is against the actions of Jamhoor Ulama as well. To be
cautious in regards with this matter, we can take calculations from experts in the Astronomical field which will

include Muslims and non-Muslims. From our point of v:ew we consider Dr Ilyas of Malaysia as a Muslim expert in
this field.

Assistance can be taken from the Nautical Almanac Office of England. If their calculated dates turn out to correct
then it will be understood that there was possibility of sighting the moon on that date and if there was no Shar’ee
sighting of the moon on that date then the following date-will be considered as definite. It is not hidden from you
brothers that expert astronomers calculate the dates of solar and lunar eclipses many years beforehand and
thousands of people visibly experience these eclipses on these dates where there are clear skies, Similar is the
situation of sighting of the moon with more or less a difference of one day.

Therefore on such occasions where their dates are not accepted to be exact, at the same time you cannot completely

reject their calculations. Instead, whilst staying within the bounds of Shariah, advantage should be taken of their
calculations.

- Frgm: Hadhﬂrﬁt fee’ e e e
Written by: Raheem Dadkhan

Note; Three, four copies of this issue bave been sent to different members of the Shuraa. It should be read in front
of all members of the Shuraa incase anyone does not get a copy of it

(Question is why does Hadharat Jee’s letter fall on deaf ears when it comes to moon s:ghtmg here in
UK.orevroeeawhy?)
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